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nB 1 } m STAT 


•enorable Arthur V. Watkins / 

Baited States Senate 
Washington 25 , 0 . C, 

Baer Senator Watkiast 

***** w **£, •• kaow i ed 8 e reeeipt el your letter dated 

ln±2\ViliLl ? ir* 1 ?*;* •• t# tt * p* 11 ** •* »»• e««r.i 

Jhiti-if? ! **•**» **** »•*»••* *» t*« oaploynot of 
physically handicapped persons* 

11 *• tb ® P®t}«y of this Agency to eapley any 
interested and qualified individual for whoa a suitable 

Tfe * f##t Uat *" ia<*i»ldual is 

U i *uf ot * per * b#il> employ- 

lag or faiiing to eaploy hia, The aedical standards 

i *** 0 *,*? 0 t#i ^ ore<J t0 th « requireaents of the 
particular position under consideration. 

* K * Mr * f 00 »H 1 understand that certain of our 
p altions require individuals who aro physically qualified 

: •••••!•■• when we aust reject 
h *l ie * J>p ® d P«w*oa who any bo physically 

f^hia tLt^h!*?!*! duties contemplated 

tblse duJ?I. ?! IL physically qualified to perfora 

tUt m r °r - 1 r ®*“ ,r ® d * iodicto 

tnnt you aro pnrticulntly interested in the neellestlon 

of our polley to persons suffering from epileptic seiaures 

»M>ly to >«C» iadtvidaoli •> nil ’ 
as to those suffering froo other physical handicaps. 

any b©°JlLJ!!d r !fc!* 4 !i. t&i * # “d j 0 C L l * Wrneiated. You 
any oe assured that the preetieescf this Aeesey are fuliv 

^vera!!ut W ii b thi 0 **** unc * d policies ef the rederal 
(government in this eoaaeotion. 

Sincerely, 



0r ' :vp (9 Feb 56) „ o,..,, . 

newriuen; 0/DCI/FMC: Jic A 11 

(11 Feb 56) Director 

Grig G 1 - Addressee 1 - C/Med. Staff 
2 - DC I 1 - D/Pors 

2 - DD/S 
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RICHARD l_ CALLAGHAN, CHIEF CLERK 


'TUtntteb JSbiai&s Senate 

COMMITTEE ON 

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS I 


February 4, 1956 


Mr. Allen W. D ull es 
Director, Central Intelligence 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dulles : 

Recently I have been corresponding with a young college 
graduate whose chosen profession is that of language 
interpreter. Unfortunately, this person is physically 
handicapped by epileptic seizures. 

In view of the growing stress on the Government's 
program for the employment of the physically handicapped, 

I desire to know whether or not there are openings in your 
department for such persons, or whether or not this physically 
handicapped individual must seek work other than that for 
which he has been educated. Ironically enough, he has in 
the past held down a job as a railroad switchman on one of 
our Western railroads. It seems hard to believe he could 
successfully perform that function and be totally unsuitable 
for a job as translator or interpreter. 

I should appreciate some information as to your employ- 
ment policies regarding the physically handicapped, specifically 
those suffering this type of handicap. 

Sincerely yours, 

Arthur V. Watkins 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 



Honorable Arthur V. Watkins 
United States Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Senator Watkins: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated b February 
1956 inquiring as to the policy of the Centra^ Intelligence Agency 
with respect to the employment of physicaUy/handicapped persons. 

It is the policy of this Agency to employ any interested and 
qualified individual for whom a suitable position is available. 

The fact that an individual is physically handicapped is not, per se, 
a basis for employing or failing to employ him. The medical st andar ds 
applied in determining the eligibility of an individual for employ- 
ment are tailored to the requirements of the particular position 
under consideration, * 

I am sure you will understand that certain of our positions 
require individuals who are Physically qualified to live or work 
in areas where health conditions are hazardous. Thus, there are 
occasions when we must reject a physically handicapped person who 
may be physically quailed to perform the particular duties contem- 

d f or k 1 * 1 but is not Physically qualified to perform those 
dub f? s , in } he enviro ? lilen t required. You indicate that you are 
particularly interested in the application of on! policy to persons 
suffering Jrom epileptic seizures. The comments made above apply 

^Scaps? diV1 / aS those 8ufferin G £roa other physical 

subJect is appreciated. You may be 
assured thht the practices of this Agency are fully in accord with 
e announced policies of the Federal Government in this connection. 



Sincerely, 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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